
 
 
 
 
Certifying (Part 2) Oral Exam Update 
 
 
After several years of townhall feedback from candidates and Diplomates and several years of 
careful deliberation among the Board of Trustees, we have made several changes in the Certifying 
(Part 2) Oral Examination (CE) that we believe will enhance the experience and provide a more 
consistent testing environment for both examiner and examinee. 
 
Beginning in April of 2022, we will be moving the CE from Dallas to Raleigh, North Carolina at the 
American Board of Anesthesia’s testing facility (the AIME center).  The AIME Center is a 32,459 
sq ft, state of the art facility, located in the charming North Hills area of Raleigh.  The center 
features 56 modern exam rooms which are multifunctional and ideally equipped for oral 
examinations.  To ensure a fair and equitable environment, all rooms have the capability to 
record the exam for review by examiners and real-time monitoring during the exam by a control 
center.  These necessary upgrades will provide a more consistent testing environment for all 
candidates and allow the potential for innovation in the future (https://theaimecenter.com/).      
   
Located 15 minutes from the RDU International airport, the North Hills community offers 30+ 
restaurants, 130 retail shops, and a variety of wellness and entertainment options.  Examiners 
will be housed in the Hyatt House, and candidates at the Hilton, minimizing the risk of 
uncomfortable encounters for the candidates (https://visitnorthhills.com/).         
 
The information gleaned from our 2021 virtual oral exam and from the experience of other 
member boards has led to our change to two examiners per candidate.  This allows a review of 
two sets of independent scores to look for discrepancies and to strengthen the statistical validity 
of the exam.  Further, post-exam surveys have led to a change from a two-day examination to 
the much preferred one-day exam with four protocols given to each candidate. 
 
The Board recognizes the downside of this change for those candidates located on the west coast.  
Therefore, every effort will be made to examine those candidates in the morning allowing for 
earlier flights home.  To accomplish this goal, we plan to assign specific time slots for candidates 
based on their geographic location. 
 
Finally, as we continue to change our assessments to meet the advancements in urology and the 
changing needs of our candidates, we will provide updates via email, text, podcast, and social 
media.  As always, the dedicated staff of the ABU, the Exam Committee and the Board of Trustees 
are available to answer your questions and support you in your quest for certification.  Please 
expect additional information regarding travel and accommodations for Raleigh in the coming 
weeks.   
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